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spirit has this year united all those persons, who
number thirteen; they have for their object the
highest state of perfection. They assemble, and
one makes a brief exhortation; or else they tell their
faults to one another. They act like the daughters
of mercy in france, and have for their office works of
charity to their neighbors; they especially take care
of the poor and the sick, to whom they carry wood
in secret and at evening, and immediately vanish for
fear of being perceived. They go to watch the sick,
and give them as alms other things which they
need. To attain their end, they use mortification
and are averse to carnal pleasures, which they
treat as the bait of the demon; and they say, in
their excess, that the fathers who wish to make
them give up the cingulum [penitential girdle] and
discipline are full of mercy, but that they know not
how much these women were laden with sins before
they had been taught to live aright. Accordingly,
they are always seen occupied in carrying wood, or
making collars; in planting, spinning, sewing, and
making pouches; and in other labors.

Smallpox went the round of our village at the
beginning of autumn. There was, nevertheless,
some astonishment, afterward, at the few burials
which had taken place; and this blessing of God
brought it about that the iroquois no longer said
that the faith and baptism occasioned death, for
among the iroquois they die by hundreds when
smallpox attacks them. The confidence which was
inspired in the Savages during the disease produced
its effect not only upon the sick, who were all cured,
and upon the persons who were not attacked by the
malady, but it was even seen that God blessed the



